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Foreword

Every male who has sex with another male has the dght 1o be free from violenes and harassmenl, o
be trealed with dignityand 'I'EFIII-I. to enjoy all the privilegss a3 full citimeni m their country, el 1o
have access to bealtheare mciuding those redated to HIV and ATDS. Workamg with Rothuy is mmportan
n lnmmanitanan groands in terms of epidennological concems, and from a public bealth perspoctive,

The Kathis have conslanily facsd a denial and lack of understanding amongst the mairsireans. This
ranant that either cases of harmssmeent, viokence and abuse are not addressed at all or are madeguarely
adidressed. Otten it prenudes the violator with impunity, Ovr altempt has always been to rectify this
anuinaly and creats s belter anderstanding.

“My Body s Not Mme™ v an effor], 1o coeate a public awarmess of 4 commumity that bas largely not
boen understond or even misunderstond. Adding a visnal component to the overall understanding
Deleve is both an nnovative as well as powerbul ool both for the community and the audiences the

dosomtimt wHll reach ot In.

NPl believos in-a world where all people can live wath dignity, social justice and well-being, | am
cntibient At s docursent such an this will go lomg wary in ereating that undemtanding amongut
the contmon man and the stakeholder alike. It will nol anly highlight tha Life realities of the Kathis,
which o often miped in violence and abuse, but also the poailive aspects of ther existence. [ feal
cortain that this will ultimately lead to creation of a better society where wo am enabled m addressing
wiglers, mitigating its lmpact, and seeuring for Kolhis a bitter and more hullilling bfe

Shivananda Khan, OBE
CREO
Nz Foundation Inlermational



Innovation in the project's approach

In 15500 | had conduched a photo werlshop with
children of a resetthement colomny in the autskies
af Dhelhi. Thie resarlts ot the end of workshop swere
fantastic and for the At time | hod experimond
lapking fram the “other” eve. Dyiven by the
success of this project 1 declded 1o exfplore the
iasue of representabion further. Two semioal
promcis followed. When [ coneeived the pholo
propct on Indian Diaspara in Uk, T was lesen (o
find out how the “subjoct” @ presenting itvelf in
thee image. In the year 2004, | worked with
transgender community goving them camaras,
They were interested in opening a wittdow o
theslr Hves to e other guinstranm compnihities,
They wiéte imealvid al every stage from deciding
what all thoy would like to show to croating
contenl for the show and editing swhat b show
and what not to In the exhibition and what would
be more appropriate for the book. Eady image
was accompaniod by a narrative grving added
informition to contextualise the picture. They
oven facilitated putting up of the show in the

gallury.

[n this profect we conducted 8 warkshop with
RKothi community in December 2006 ln Mew
Delhi. The workshop was planned with
participaling organtzations from several stales,
with the oltectives of making them understand
the idea of representation and train them in

160

photography as & documentation loal, Th
tltimate aim was to collect, prodioce, and use
photegraphs taken by parmer commimily hased
organsation’s fo be usad in the document.

This decurpent contains irages which were senlt
ko uisl Epomn varions arganesations aul photographs
taken by me in Lucknow. Working with the
group has been simultanesusly enjoyable and
challenging, Getting o community dealing with
identity and violenoe as an integral part of their
life's struggles o view themasteos vissally, from
within was not only challenging for me but
detinltely more a0 {or thent The Kothi
conpnaniby i this project his anveiled i lves
o the public space- I personally bebiove that
this effort i an perevd undenstanding af (heir
Uy bt will foster the pealisation thal the violenee
thiry are subjugated to needs 1o be looked at
seriously. This is one of those rore instunces where
thay  have modellsd, and photogeaphed
theamelves for a book and exhibition which
osant for a workd outside their own

Parthiv Shah



Introduction

“The study of diversity cannat be
o establish any one gqronp as belter
than another. lis purpose (s (o
establislh how unigae amd wornderinl
thev all are”

Aruandhali Row

Studying the dynamics of male-lo-male sex in
I, or even South Aslt i$ 1o say the least 8
viery, complex journgy. Male do-male sex s a
sexual babiavior that creates many [dentithes,
pender condtructs, and comimunities. This
document s an eblorr to wndesitand one such
community. namely that of the kothis. tha
suppoiedly deties the so called nommatihve but
ot this end of an spalysis will perhaps beckon you
o rovislk thal nomnabive. [ is alsd aboul o
sumilanties and our commion conoern [or Reman
rights, aboul all those things thit ane right and/
or wrong [n our systems and that can be
corrected with our collective effort.  IVs aboul
the couses of violenoe, e manitesipiions of
viclenoe, and the etfect that this siolemoe has om
thee lives ol these that It lobches anid {armishes
Bkl fimally 1k Es also hbioud ImF'-u, about fighting

Westaturp anrutiached by N ol CAUA o fogcm Moadvhe e

LT bl o el

back lor dignity. about creating spaces whese ong
can just be onesell. Etiectively, it's aboul
challenging the negative by ahowing how
rpirtant stvd relevant we ame o each other in
making a bethee more beautiful wihd

South Asia aleeady has one of the highes raes
uf HIV infection, And to develop appropslate
prevention, treatment and care strategles 4 s
linpartant (o undesstand the dynamici ol
sexuality and sexual behaviorss. The moral
tendency to write off behaviors as acceptable or
unaceeplable. has only compounded the
problém rathér than help us work lowanls
ebfvctive wiavs of addnssiing i

i
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On the other hard, in the lzst two decades the
debate on sexuality sexual identity, and gender
comatractions han gaimed a pow lease and a new
mpnificanee within the framework of HIVIAIDS
and other sexual health provention and care
progerams, While thuse {ssuies nelating 1ot have
oo up periodically inthe past for instance in
the feminiai discourse. it is only now. in the
frowing concom with the right to thelr livos and
by bl B, of ©iolence Baoesd by marginalised
cotimuinithes; that j§ hes gained a more enduring
prominence also within a rights  based
tremywork Umdemstanding and creating greater
public dialogue on thive isuis in 2 sodely thal
fears any questioning of the slervolype to a polit
that it dumdi== mrmbesship (o thaske comrmuanities
s gained crucial significance

This growing debate has also necessitated the
consiruction ol effective culturl and paycho-
socinl framewiorks within which sesual behaviots
exist. Issues related to sexoality and sexual
identitich have tor a long time bevn seen throagth
the lers o & weslem Inmmework nol sugpesting
that these frameworks sre lnvalid. However an
analy s of e contexts sevoali thad these isually
do pot apply toSouth Asla, The lendency to deny
the eadstence of diverse sovuallbies selthin Soaith
Anfz. both by various Western discotmies and
disconmes’ of South: Aslan origin have had a
coniral impact on undestanding of South Azian
sexualitios and gender identities and on the
conceptualisation of these ldimtiths. The ritrix
of (=mily, marriage, and roproduction, ollen
aperating from & premise of compulsion as



gpposed (o chivdee, only succeeds In imposing
Furthie imit 1o thee scopoe of this understanding

Even though there has been constderable
coming together and lobbying amongst the
sl minogities in India, these have often been
inforawed and led by gay aod lesbian ideologues
and Bave theeeloee ipnoced 1o some extent the
inclusion of transgender communities and
networks of gender variant males [ Kothis,
Perhiaps this has o do with the atypicality of
thelr gender identities, Perhaps i Is becauie
engaging with such stypleality s discomfiting
Peérrlueps the non-nommative i not 2 priority. Little
has consequently been discussed from their
peint ol view, I terms of the way they live, shan

relationships; deal with the inoessant vidlence in
thirir lives and all such

We hope thirough this docuomnt we can reach
oul o diverse sudlences. create a better
understanding and wvisibilily for the Kothi
community. With the membess of the
comumumity theough e Natiomal MSM amd HIV
Policy Advocacy and Hignan Rights Task Foroe
and the INFOSEM membuers wie have exploned
some of these ideas through their lves. their
frdencdhipe andd familles, their inbesactions, feats,
and Wabits and the violence that they face.
This has been a truly a participstory experienice
wilhh their involyement through woekshops
docmentation md photography

(remlfie Bpve=rinny froom The Dapphise comatisn damcs wotizhap 0 ke chioecsitaphnd budes acddmesii viedense M by ahis













The Kothi Community

Kathis

& A feminised | mlmwith: fieninine dimeanor and identification with the

ﬂn'ﬁﬂ}']#t-ﬂ'l ‘m:u'nm

A Shiat 18 s iy IR it W
mnﬂﬁmﬂnmnmﬂhwmﬂmmaﬂmhmﬂnwumw _
B Have extremely visible preence i o dhame based world that values mvisbiling

ot male- t-mmalis sexual relationsips in South

¥ R Asin are hased on pendered self-fdentities aned
s il The niint visille of these oisle-to-tiake s
frameworkes mynlve fesnineeed males who ideniity
Pyt vess a Bothvis, a term nsed acroes Bargladesh,
India and akistan, The kothi is a feminine
hunamoaal identity guibe different froan the gay
angd bemmual sdentity defined m tfhe wesiem contes,
Very much a sulveuliure in South Asia, kothis
busliang: larpely bo lowet oniddle class Evodluss ahd are
exclgded from the mainstream due tolack ot
educahon, eenployment, socw-eoonoame satus all
of which gty furthir  deepened duw bo theis
"chifferent” gender idesitty and sevoal beduavior, Thiar
partners, who penerally seually penstrato them,
are males who ave vefeered toap gicvas or panthis
miearitg; “rmal men”. [nssocual health ferommology
o Kethi weould be the passive parbier, willing to
be sexually perustrated by the Panthi. Unlike the
Soflus the Panthy e the many 15 uvasible i the
masculine madnsiroan, and so pee Lo baegelod
by siociety arud the state gt lagge. Malis who ace
perwetratid ape uwsually perceived to bé “not-men”.

This kind of Labeling flays a rolein definiig, power
dynamie in the celationship -« enabiling the
penstrating maled o oorsider (e ves superior
o e peetrated. For selfddentifisd Kotlis then,
the distitcthon betverm (homaelves and thetr male
prrtners s Based on pewder identity and not secoual
identity, Kothis identify more with females. The
retd or want to e identified as the fepinine, ges
ecpriesred through makeup, women's clothes,
conklig. dincing and %o on. This peccepstion of
this sell as the femining is central o the Kolthi
idemtiby, This however also expose kothis to all
the grmder based violeroe that s prevalent in our
primarily patriarchist society.

That this gemderasd dentity nnmewodk of wale
to-male sex is mainly common among |ow-

income populations could be becaise gonder
virionnt rabes o edomanmically better off sections
of society. wsually tdentify with the more
wosternized ‘gay’ {dentity, Le. they belong to
anuthur catepory of 1nen who have sex with men
(MEM) wha are usually English-speaking, midd le

)
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and uppér class, snd who identify thimaslves a4
pay. Then there are Higrea, Blolopleal males whe
crossdress regulady and sometime undergo
ritualistic castration and emasculation. They amw a
wocio-pelig bous coanoumity with it's ovwn rules amd
regulations, Both Kothis and Hijens draw their
secusl partniess from the genersl male population
Chne may therelone thunk that the Kothi sdentity
appetrs close o that ol the transgendier o the Hijr
community, bat a significant ditfernence i that
whirne thie Hijms sittle into a gonder sofie and live
within thele speafic communes, tor 4 Kothe this
Kvvps vaalleting betwesn the male and the femnale
robis givem the sovtetal pressiees anid expoctations
Adsar miost Rothis live with thilr fzmil les.

There are stine basic Mological ditferenoes
botween female and male bodies; often Unked to
thitr ditlerent moles in sepeoduction, But bevond
these diffipenoes many soaefies ditime diltenont
rolis, dghis and ssponsibilities for males and
females, which often pgets crydtallised as
steneotypes. Canider is a term usad O tefer o thivse
socially detined ditfenmoes betwesn maled and
femalis, Gender differences are based on widely
shared beliels and nomis within a sociely of
auliure about male and female characteristics
These beliots and nomes about gender ofton oreale
oppomtional hisrarchies and inkgualilies betwedn
males and females

Finally, thure are men and boys who approach
other males to relleve thelr sexunl urge (nefemed
to as “reducing body heat™) and may include
frends havin; sex with fnends for mutual plesmme
and males in all-male institutions such as boarding,

The et comriemity sden By & ol e qrinas & repoves if
st 1 adie & AFTrcling o 1% Beed s [ WS TTTE BV SEGE

schools, the ammy. and some established peligious
and political all male groupings

in the South Asian context many who could be
eatepenised 22 MSM would not defioe thenselves
a4 sich because they percsive themeelves as
nurmative penctrative males, or a4 penetrated
“not-men”. Categrorizaticon (6 fusthier oompd e
by the traditional demand that every rman marmoes
a ‘woman. Many Mahi, of whatever gender
dentification or sexusl odentation, are either
miamied or planning to marey, and this incdudes
evin Kothis. They have concurnni relationshaps
with men and seormm ot the same thne. ineneasing,
the risk of infection and acting as » bridge
population for the spoead of HIV.

Thene is & considrable lack of understanding of
this cotmmunity that defbes pender and biological
eoles Jt is therelose oapartant that wie addess
tha iksuee aced by the community; the anguish
and the trauma In the invisbility that society
larpely wants W' 2acribe. 1o thide behavions and
bdeniibyl anud wedensband thinr ouline 2o wiell Bt
pemistient sruggles

1%
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Gender in the ldentity







Gender in the Identity

Sﬂi!mhl\: hias genierally been discpssed and
aralysed 25 & dgnificant category for social
analvsls in the content normative heterosonality
Tiy b able b understand this “sexusl othes™ () 15
diredide w hidch
heterosexuality dutermines and structures
vvenyday e 1 algo leads us to acknowled go the
fmportanee of seoognising this impac tat Hhe

Lfn1.1ur'|.".|:|1 T wavs i

undomstanding of heteroseomuality has had on the
chevelopmment of social theory. Il has comi o be
thg p..wim trom which we largely think of socal
pelations Also i 85 it wen 25 an incdividual
preferenos, <omething that we ane born 2% or
gradually develop mbe, bul As sorcially
oemstructed institutions which stroctivres and
maintains male domination. in particular
thedugh the wav in which it establishes the
sanctions (o marrings: and lneage.'

In South Asian cultunes marciape 15 obligatorsy
irrespective of persanal preference and cholee
The vast majonily of marnages are arrangid
bdatween two families. Whereas the nsual
marria e ape of males in Indla and Bangladesh
abodit 25 viars, many Kothi - tdentified males iy
anil delay their mamiage as long 23 possible and
will often macry later In a sominal shedy
conducted by NFI with Kothis in Indiz and
Banpladesh 34% of respondents were marrded.
This dow= not refloct marriame os o cholee, bl

the fact thal the majorily of respomdents bad
managed 0 avold marriage G0 far 39%
mespondents who were married statitd that thedr
whves koo that they had sex o with othiss men,
ik cdabmand that thelr wives sccepted (L or woere
incapable of doing anything about it Ir neseds o
he. recognised that 1o divorce Is highly
stigmatising (of the worsan, and often leads o

imtracksaiion.”

- - i '} -
LS s AT 2l ==ty M- man airme

el sty i prasats XY

el b Taitne Thn o Aotnrost s sdty e Hu@arkieg Donoildy, Sppn Fubbfanony nde, 710
Mantyegniinas Aodya e Dhae Divanseds. broe thd Doodtlese. By ecdmcied By e Mai Peoedeaie ieiminntice s Abndalila ne

e i F ol



T Trameiad b pelpmeei Feloss @ ooimaen figimal Tetessesnnl jis e of
& fiesloired aril & i

Drreie s 300 yerrs ol and s forced into wmarrying
follivoing fantily pressures denndl v fitlind relistanshin with
anotier Panthi. For four vears he looked after the
children of the wadacoed Panctied oond s thien deserted
by this man. In depression fie eoen attempled suictdy.
Stilise witeritly fus femily forced T to wtarry and Gl
by fie s witible te ritale with his ife pm!u slarly
iy urnHu He ic g acher tn g sdiool and feele e line b
e respongible mid o gp by sicietal rpm,runuuu il
prissures. Dasu is !.r.l'j.r;p;w with hix lifes gituation
Prut finds Bimself in a postton whene et cint Iamie o
ene, This s reflectioe of the comstant “nen-physical”
biet lingering ]hmi'.imfm.]mf violenrce with which many
Kithis himse to livw theer Tife.
(Fromm Sahara Trust, Vishakbapatnam, Anidhra Pradish)

¥



To comprehend same sex desire e comman
presumption s Hhat this kind of desine is related
or linked 1o certain types of prople viz that there
are hetercsesual people but there are also some
homosexual peaple. “Such a responiés litaves
urupiiestioned etercsevnality as the noem Le, the
taith that most of us are hetemsexpal, but then
there are others oul theee who are zay, lesbum,
trandsexieal o transgeoder™ While this applics
by urban centres where we are talking of a strong
gay and lsbian mavenenl the larger eality is
evien more complex in the Indian context. The
Lesbian/Cay/Blseyual categories become more
condused and layersd in the senhaebian or ruresl
Indian or even (he South Astan context. Masa ia
a term used for same-sex behaviour between

breys amd miew b subnarban and rural India. Men
do have sex with each other. But it i nat
cansbdered s it ls just sontething you do in hin
and play. People then get marvied and may
catttinge to have mast later on

Maleto-moale sex and sesvilities in Inddia. booa
Laxge extent, do nat “H1" the heterosexual/
himmosexual oppositional paradigm that s so
commanly wsed pe o diecotrse o (discuss sanse
s, behaviars in the west, Ratliar, thi primary
palteen appears (o be that of & genderad
framiework, with specific nﬂm_-lllﬂinnﬂ Al sen
rodies, This framework veasserts o beliel in a
“man” fmob-Tman™ doality, wihidgee the "mag”
perceives himsell as a normative male from the

Whal are thw ijl"plf!i'l expectations of men in this South Asian Cultural context?

®  Defining mirse

as sexual domination ever wemen

® Inculoatitig the belief in men that they mest take daks particabarly seal mes,
incluiding haviegs regulae n::wtﬂtmuhlpltpaﬂm

®  Prisitiring toen Hhrciigh

cultral valuss b

"L W are relictant lo sl

hedp, information or treatmoent i they suffer from: seaal problems or sexually
tramenitted diseqses as it woukd mean “admitting. |gnorance™ and “showing

varlneenhility™

®  Raaifieming strongly held belics on

¢ ihat dissusde tmen from seiking

hitp ather contracting HIY or ATRS, which feopandises both. thewr oovn and fheie

patiner’s health

oy Namdttic Suisalil i hdia: Brlteal Ghstatis I.I'uh:u for Hange. Jrurnal o Gammiticabhin ot Davbapmoad Ao 158823 (1

A0 ENOT Mydiail. ol

b Ahiluiy ﬂ-unllﬂr il Iy |Illl|.luh|r'|1'|.||'l.|'||:|' diiild Eﬂ.lllr-'l.l'll:p_ wvnitd flilliallirumic iem (1]
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gengral male society, while the not-"man”™
prereeives himsell as a jeminkbed male. seli-
fduntifving as a kothi. I tact in thi MSM cont
penetrieted versis penetrative sex differentiofos
e s seual dentily ae male semsus i mle
Thus Kothl-identitied males are doubly
stigmatissed Peoausa as biological malis, thoy
express a femimised identiby and becanse of
sexval practice they are penetratied, They do ot
perceive themrselves, nor are they percsved. as
“men

How i+ this contlict/comtradiction or pasadoos
flistifled? Sexuslity b8 usuglly viewed i the
conlext of pender and powier. Gaetider gnd powet
vig=g-vis what?™ Within the framework of
institutions, Be iF politbcal, wodal o aullurmal, S
in eftect heterodexuality s the main domain
within which masculinity pets detined . One
element of treating this masoalimty as a symbol
ol pownr is also the monchalinee with which the
semunl ewyperfonce {6 pocelyved

Most importantly in the Kothi context, a
biologlet] male whi bs penctrated, beoomes 'nod
fman m::-.-ut.;l':. therelome Tets than 2 man
therefore like a woran'; for “real mien’. such
penvtratied mien can be targeted with all the abus:
and vioknce that a bitero-patrinschist society
reserves [or Vs women, The reverie 8 alao trie
where the penetraled man dogs nol perosvi
Rimsa as aman and internaliss m e rl}'[‘it‘.‘ft,
otten highly cariciturised mage of the woman
and looks wpon victmisston end/or violinee a5
an integral pait of xistence The “man (5 the
man ] b 1% having = with someone who's not

a man. e by penetrating s dolng what men

are supposed to do, He is therelore not a
homosesual The (wohman' s the {wo)man® He
{8 having six with & 'man’. He |5 getting
pencirabed just ke wonen. He oo theretone
not & homosexual. Same dex relationship
thirrfore actuzlly plavs oul i 2 heterosexual
model The “relationship of equals”™ idealised in
He g ay” mod gl dioes not exist o i v ask inajoriby
of SUne sex atmmcted persons



Witeh f.': A g bl m'_'-erJ-rrf.Jrri iferrdedd
o conte il as @ Kollir, hae family and
frivnd s made Jie an obigect of e ridirnle.
Calling fum nams such as “Widi™ and
“Pode” (slany tn Tawed for come and go
for somend His parents poficed s avrd
deean abvesing. i and dll-treadod Rim,
tir the extent of poisoning ks food
Latimd =i i
decided fo seek support from en MSM
petsoork Saeguitiam,’

{From ":'rl.u_-,;_:'ilh.\.:n_ Tamdl MNadin)

P SCAFT |] Ry -l-'h:.l

I ot luer words, pimder Wenbiiieathon, detined by
avtiosin -.|."n1'r'll.-.l|', mictibed 1o that gonder are
reinforcod and bevomes the defining sell
identification. while the notion of sexaality andd
thie fact thiad el ilegdre cain alan b e hasis o
cresiliom of an ddeniity k= totally subvertod

It Is thorelore anderatandable that the oy
[ilentity, which b8 climely linked o epalitarian
relatlinship betwesn ‘mien’ does niit dnd a very
slzong footing in India. Idmtity for a wvail
number of same sox attracted Indians depend
e on Lhiir (homosixyality biig on thels pendes

.;'lr".' Muien P p b L Tow J MBSy e weey d comtartatee e

P f i ST



i evprradom of T v bl i i ek bloen B et Bmmored e visdemor s dinssmamer

percuplion, gonder idontiflication, gender
arientation, and gender role play in the sex act
The men are men, they de not oeed any other
ictintity, no 'matter how or with who thay have
o, Thiy can dissalve into the mainstream and
are therolore hard to reach, making thimgs ke
HIV imtervention with thim mone difficult. As
borgg as they are nol founed ot they do not dsk
Being shamed. They can therelone abjure their
sexuality and continue without any guill
aseociabid with smaal actlons. They can alsa be

-:lm'!.ltl of vipherice as they' are not Taood with eithaer
internadised guilh or with external consequences:

The (welmen as explained above adopt many
different gender based identitivs like "Hijras" and
‘Kothie', and also ascribe jdentities to ther “men/
husbands/partnens lke ‘Giriayas' and Panthis,
It ks important o keepin mind that these later
Idenititiess are not the self perceplions of the 'men’
but whal s wsed by the (wajmen o describe
them. Gendered identification of the penetrated

7






mien can have miny peouliazities spedife to these
[dentitivs, namely being feminine In demeancor
and identification with the sterepty pe of ‘woman
The: adoption of Lhe feminine fdentity s often an
amplification of what wonwn are and thesefomne
enactied in ways that ane often bolsterouns and
toud, otlen o camcature ot the traditiomal lemale.
Bul mure importantly. for our dlscourse on
viplence, it is important 1o keep in mind that

this behaviour is extremely visible in a shame
baved world that values invisibility. ['s almost
any inviteiion (oo bl

Sante sex altractlons: Childhood?

A common question that recars in this context
is where does this begin? The origine of thes
teelings and thelr meanings are difficult 1o
diseem becaune children are seldom asked i they
v sexial attrachions tor othur boys and girds:
Although these later dislocations may b
didtosted by an awareness of cureeit sexual
[dentity, théy provide an lnvaluable source of
pibosmialion

The usual fremew ok that one fetens Fo i whiethir
boys and girls adhere to the norm, to the cultural
dehnitions of genuder - how p boy shiuld ad. not
act and feel: So it in inappropriate for boyy
o play with girl-type toys, espedally dolls;
.LI!'lt'-l.'!Iln.'muiﬂl.lJ'I“i.,"'l- by pe acti yif bl prie] RIS s,
coli-moter behavior ncluding Hop wrises high
pitched voice and dramatic gestures; stamd
imberests such o wanting to be a gifl imagining
self 23 deneer or moded, preferting female friends
anul biing arund older women,

"I mever indersiood my offraction fo nten

and hows; 1 evrsed myself for bring like
this gnd iy fict r}ruu:.;.l'.rf I tas a sitner™
{Subiril, Mitf Trusl, Mow Delhi)

As  consequenoe of spending, consideralhle time
alone and apprecating temale activithes, the

" Pl O Savis Withamn - Sasraosed oF Sama Tan Childhaod i dnd tiee | Suanmd Gy, Balledipa. Mo Yok sl Soiteee 1800

him e (ff Nt are onn®y st Tarrad aad after de sk e oy
ataiaial e ik crater wrup Sonal e s

2y rvie Band &y Seprpsnlan



Oftes effemmucy O ST b clloe for atmactiing Mealenie Mo e chongid) mal baatady astncded whille S bt sl dhiden
dfis Wity e geme (172 didy



harasament from (he poers can begin early on
This vaually comes from boys bul sometimes
girls,: teachems, partenits, and siblings also join the
mocking. Boys get teased particularly by thedr
mule prors for fominine gross and finge motor
bohavior. The hand gostures, standing and sitting
postures, leg and hip movement, vioroe plitch and
caelenioe. and hiad 1l conveyed 1o the athees thal
tharsiz boys were gir like and hience woedk anl
deplorable, The reactions from peers can g well
bevend the teasing which most youths receive
during childbood o adolescence s a moans ol
sacial bonding. to outright verbal and phyical
abuse, and somplimes ovon sexual abuse, all of
whith can be harassing and someélimes
exbremely destructive te o senoe of self. The alwie
i oocasiomially: physidcally expressed and alwavs
has emobional and sell destruchive consa e

o wlaify octndiies fp effenniade moks 0000 woeamjisd oo



Nuni<l Mali Iiked o plav wilh dol
vt ol D ilpadd aof i d 4T il
TIPSR TN AR e g BN i (g FINEE o) T Rlrio
t WA Tiewi I ! T R i r i '
g, Wulierh ine SiNis O ) g Re b Lulkl
to reihize Hint e coas different froem odiee
| R RFT" J.:l TR ¥ ;I il i
LIy i | mIore cormrariyie] i 'I'.:
ol Toorkent ratin JITiET il‘.llr'f e n Wi
: ; y g - ¥
e = I'r.- i Tiad Pl i e |||I'-| el kR

otk b ; f
Ferriniinialy SR lairin : |‘ i i LG o 'l

it r Do ood bo kv of Hiis lat
fed Pl et ey i i

mith them amd epentually, i
cit e left sl i e K

Slnctinr
(Lakshye Trust. Gujaral)
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Whal is the consequence of Lhis gender
atypicality?

Thet resull ks olten a lack of self-worth and seli-
esbermy. Many Kothis not only (ace hamssment
sexuinl viottnoe and mape from low enforceroent
apents, as do often the stail from projocts
prowviding HIV prevention servicoes, but also from
these whom they havi ealled friends in schools
ollegion and work places, along with those in
positions of tnast, mich as relatives neighbovrhood
elders, eldir frivnds, and teschers. Sinee thelr

-4

behavior diws nob comlomms o the masculingtles
diemmamded of twe “Asl Manl" (o the el man)
In society. they gel stigmatized by tamily
members a8 “not being man enough®. bringing
shiarme b6 e famnily andd eroe tE Lo be dldiculasd
CRamiegh haE  geen  abuse  aitd
discromimation from fits famaly members
when h was only pine years old, FHis
.}

Jfamily ncliedes fes parents, aeed an cldi

frrobiter wfict 13 poareiod shays il
i wwife. He rarely nungles wath the rest
af the family His effeminite belvgon
gften leqds fo fs bDeipe ridiculed and
forfridden lo conpéel toith the otz
world, He ended wp dotne all
fensework ang forgomg s educatim
(Lakshyn Trust, Gujarar)

wok only dows poverty, clais, i educatlonsl ldiel
stiggmatoie individuals, along with the trcvof FITV
infection, but also the specific pendaned roles and
sulf Idientity that some MSM align with Thus
kotld - fdentiffed malés are doubly stigmatised
bocausie as biological males, they oxpross a
temunisod identity and in sexual practice  they
are penetmibid They di not perosive thitmselyis,
Thelr
feminisation, the cnossing of gendie roles and
barpiers that are accepted as social norms,
relndoroes thile stigmatisation, leading to
exclusiods and Harasspenl,

not are [hey percelved, as “men’

A Tow selt-estesm, disempowerment, and
marginalisation that lead 1o lirther abiise,









brer COpeiber fth puvihes & v rmonynl Bath

viodenowe and social exciusion, become avidous oyde,
Uh the other hamd, the "manly®, mite masoulii
partiers of ket identified males exslly merpe into
the gemvral nomaative male sociely, thelr seda of
l1'|-|‘|“|1."ll|ll'll[1_-' mainiained becouse Tj'.lli':r' are the
penetmton. not of other “men™, but of “not-men”

Becuise such feoindsed malkes do net Hive up to the
ecpertind nommoative standands of masauline belvviog,
this keads to the notion that being, fermmsed sommedionw

wenkens the person; a notiom that is often
ternallsed by Kothis §hempee]ve .-‘l.l.'wr.-luql
niothons amind etffeminacy ane thurelone one of
the mujor tactors that lead (o dbempownmion
and opens teminised males to abuse and
violonce and toa denial of seovioe provision
How do these notions of “acceptable”
masculinity pet diekined and In g sense
enforced? We oxplone some of these questions
im the next chirples



Masculinities









Social Constructions of Masculinities
and Sexualities

Wuddud £i livis o to the (eboe of sodieby ony
LW eploration of masculinities mnd sesaunlities
must begin with an undestanding of the social
oottt and sihiations whene such masculindt s are
purfured and reintofovd. Any notion in socfiny,
including suwh elusive ones as one's notion of solf,
otten has profound impact on the way one
coinsbructs and eonducts one'e actione. In the éxe
of masculintifes (n Iodis, this may mean the way
et Acleniuiiis onesedl 25 5 s5nia] Bing, acl oot o s
sl rodes and responsibilities, create slereolypes
that diterrndine doet's chamacter, O tnst il mod dns of
shame, honour, or power, that ditermines oni's
Vo] e

sowctebliss B 3l ays trdiead for crweate thae beleeal isand
ood peran, who [lved in the pood sodety ., Hving
tuis B by @ st of stonderds that can ik callind "godod
conduct’. It can also be discribed as an attempt 1o
cruate an ldealisel uniformity that irons over
d{[frrences {n socléty. In peality hiowever, vach group
of lumanity, howsoover difined o cotegonised, s
as different from any 'ather group, as are the
individirals within the group. Historcally it was
thought thal violence would be elimdnated if such
unformity can b achieved amd enforced. Actually
however human I"-I"H!Ir',‘r lrave contifiaed 1o be
different trooasch othes amd afl altempts at coeating
sich universally acoepted uniform standands have
not sueieeded. Athmpt 1o achiesw this unitormiby
has howewer otten boen by violen! means



Therelode those that wield power have constantly

Irivd o mentoroe Uw (deal o unliormity. by e
of all the tools available to thepy often in violent
Wavs Thir sume 1% thie case with mmasculindbes as
they have evolved In the Indian context, There B
2 set [deal of the man, which moy be chimra,
but It fehodd o very risal cheracleristics in Lhe
peychological geography of the collective male
Any omd that is been with the male anatomy {5
evproctied] W be regimented [nto and towands this
icleal; anvime who does pot oottorm OF worne
atill actually rebwels against thas [deal can be,
et b siolabed by sitlence. Kothis are thenefor
oy A el under s sl

Indian socrety 15 not an . indivichualistic society
Eviery ore is Boam wiith many fdeniithes that ane

|"|:|'|'|.1|"Il_=:'||||:3|"qf Al ||1..-.r e CiRn .,‘||'l ey |il||:' [N]
g !I:ﬂhtu- Thitke fdentiites of |.tl||.|]lf..' casle
language, mellgion, race, reglon, ethnkcity, colour
mid ecomommic standing have all vhisiy oswn sots of
atanclards and one s expected b0 contorm, 1o all
o 1= standenda ok one neeoliates one s [ile. Thi
casyialiy ol il il et s |J|.:;'!-|.--'i|=|1!1 i Wl e
in the individuality of the person, since the spaop
'.'..]‘H.'J'L' tuch individimlity can |:'IJ.1I'. ot 1|I.1|."'. F‘;L‘liﬁ

sevenily mestrictd

Indian socwty s alio grovetnird by nolions ol
*-'-I'|.‘||||r Ay acton tht 1.||;'||.‘|1||-:- ||11' miles ot e
colliective standasd that s bmposid by 2oy dne
of the many (denatities of the individual [s
perceived 1o bring shame, not just on the
individual bt aliso on the colluctive groupang



that the ndividual |s :.!ji'l'i"ll"ﬁl'lt [ 1Y l‘-r'll_ll'u" i The
clannish nature of society constantly contrivies
for 'll-lrl"'\l:i”“' DV L'll-:tl"- Hlllu'lj 1“."‘-—""-"“ 1T

It does not howover mean et nd Bdoals dio
neit act (o individualistic wavs. Thiy di. Sociubies
where shame is the higgest opprobriam, does
allasiy imdividuale tor 200 i 2n nvenmete el ey
wiainl, asli s AN thiedr actli s AT ol Overt ena 'lllr:;"l
to challenge the sit standands by which sociely
is suppotid o conduct itsell. In effect it can be
2 lal a |1.:,'r"1 -I',"I:I.,.“,I. seartieby e 18t Lo dlo we
PLVRT T Wants fo do mn ot gR ni o firncd ot

Hiyner

Another sspeel ¢f this emphasis on shamae anid
the tocus being away trom the dividaal is the
lack of the notion of puill I i s alright 1o do
anvihing a4 long a one ks necessany care 1o
e that fao one finds oul, then the ethical
considerations ol ones atlions  béchmes
unnecessary. While guilt [as oppesed o shame]
4 & very mdivedual teiling, where the déthical
consideralipne are of the madividual and hes
pctions. IS absence means that a person does
nid develop the paychological framework W b
respremsthle, and thireton: can and olten does ac
Wikl bty




In other weémls an dividual edoss ol lave o
justity one's actlon o anyone, including tooni's
ovrt gell. All that the porson has to do s o ensune
that he does not speak about his actions, and
that nobody cones 10 know' of (1 A necessary
vonseypence of ts s 8 conspiracy of silence that
wwiEkos i Ioeo diffierent wavs o feinlonee violenoe
The viciim kveps silent bocanse of the shame
assxciabnd with being violated. The violator
uhilises this s silence (o enhance his impunity
anid actd withoot (var of any consequence. The
vielator also dovs not consider his actions 1o be
ethically misplaced in any way since the
individusl sesponsibllity of one's actlons ane
s intersaliZend

in the sphwme of sex and seauality, this boplles
that omnee com haavie as much sex as oo wanks, velth
a5 ANV Pmons as one wanis, of any type as
o warids be it helerosema] o homeseesual, ag
lang as the vell of silente b maintatnd. The
pction. ol having sex I8 devold of notlons of
consuences ae long o the silence sussotnding
i i kact

Thie nsull s that mest pedple gaw up withoul
developing their sexcuality, their s lives rovolve
only around the sct of having sex. Sexunbity,
whideh {8 the sesual definition of the self does not
tind a playpround when every notlon of the
individualistic expresslon | socially sibweried o
the notions of the collectives that one Identilies
with

This sesiilfamil mu.phaui'. oy the act etiesns il
identities are defined by actions. atnarchy

S Jeriny g =TT ettt AT

i 'l_-l-l'. o B s

whicly s e culingg powser wivlder in constzucting
Irclan society, takes this to the nexe livel where
actions o sotlvitles of the man and woman s
crysialliséd to the extent of stemsotypling Ussm
fn Hw sprhime of s specilic acts o absogatisd
andfor allocated 1o the man, and other specific



L=

acts are allocated to the woman, with both
expwcticd 1o confine thamsilves to thise acts
along, pny deviation from which brings shame,
and often violent conseqgeices

This stereoty ping; often detines and deseribes the
manner in which same sex desines (5 played out,
The stereotype of the man, which defines the
nitions of masculinity, is extended 1o seoal acts
and ol This steseoby pificalion seribes he mole
of ‘penetrating’ to the puan in the sexual sct, and
counter-logically the role of 'being penetrated’
o the woman in the sexual act: The emphass
an pemtration, on which ssual sell identificathons

STy i The s g & :J_;lm'.}. Ihad wl I Radth(

and notions of masculinity and gender lums, has
adil babiin oV eReEe by most of the same six
diklring perams (o India

Themdore the vast number of people who desire
amd have s with thelr same sex either think of
themsel ves as "MEN' and do whal i do in the
secua L act, narmely penetraie; or as "WOMEN mud
do what women do. namely be penetmted. The
apposiie (s alse true in constructing the wli
definition and ldentitv, where the deslee to be
pentraberd in the sexual oot ol anslate nto
detining the self a8 womanly or teminine. Cnoe
this identiticstion Is established, 11 lexds to



adoption of dll the other sociial steneotypes that
wormen ane s pposed o imbibe or adopt, tweneby
initating & process of gver! feminission that is
extnenaly visible

The cultural and sodial disempowerment of
winmnen in a hetero-patriarchist society is
theretore also adopted and entopced, This has
vatous violent corseguences that have boen
deseribeg] in greater details in the othes diapters
anid in the succeeding chapler on violenoe. What
i of consaquence here is the Lt that & blologlcal
male who s penetrated, bercomes ‘nol man
enouph’ therefore Tess than 2 man’; therefone

like 2 woman'; and for meal men’, such penetraiod
mien con by targeled with all the abuse and
viphothen that & hetero-patfiarching society nserrves
for ir's women folks

Thie peverse s also true where the penctrated
rov e ovien ok r.ﬂ.lnl-:'u- hiowell a5 0 man, and
inlemalises a stereolypical, often highly
i.-'ll'll'a'r:|1-ll'l'-l'k'1 I'I'Ilﬂh;l' [l 1!11' WWICEL Y, -CII!Hi I”l'.lh""-
prpo wlctirmisatiom 2nd)or violimoe & his dation
in lite

Same sex. relationships therdore often play out
in & heteriseropal musdil. Ik ks characlerised by



the role play of the panticipants where one acts
out thi ol of the mone powertul man and
the other the ole of the less powertul woman

The ses acts also follow the stervotypical
notions of what the L_..F.ﬂ'lm solien il i ‘rmusn
and woman ane supposed (o b, The pendmior

penetrated dicholomy is maintsined at all levels
of the selationship and this in tum detines
the power dynamic of the relationship. [t
= emphatically not a relationship of equals,
and b therefore open to violence oo the
clismpowe ned

THmE [ b Cdige Mgl SbPavies e Trrebte) Bl s, b oasifll @0 i [Lal Sl
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2 i Novemlrer 14, 2006, Farah toas

II'.'4 'llll .?I:'\-.'-' |iI':I-I'.'JI'::' o domns, Somy
Girngas” of Feealt's Hgra guew approuched
b, They started allercation and threai-
et himt for serions conseiuences. Thin
ane of the moen forcibly syatched Tieg miobile

T PP -
IR1dd &d FLYEN ||tl'|--|

Whent Farlm oous retorn iy homr, the moen
cume aned made hine an offer- of e fikes
Hiere out for u deink, Shew will reburn his
-".'I'r”.r" 'FI:'.n.I:"I:nll.' .II ||-|-|!.'£.| '; 1'.'-=-"I‘J. ."!.-'I' .'||I|!'||'
perststed o terdatening tone. So Jwe o
fo go welh tlem. Phey Dougirl 1hie Lguor
[0 Furivi ghal,
After uj'.'hI.'-.':'.":,,’ three men riged Earing one
fy omie im0 the ok nearday sl wods: enply,

Frivr i sfLr ..':J.:' At b

[durine the rupe, Farha pleaded them
hedplessiv to Teave himg. The fourth person
tre thits group felt pity for b o refused
for ‘mape Jinn, But resi Of Lhie threy mien b
fime ap ot threwtonsed hine nof 1o fell thy

ncefent B anyone.”

{(Fromy [haross Trust, Lucknow)



‘Ch 29710006, MK Mathu, fan HIV Positive Kothi) ums attacked
by a sgeurity staff of Genergl Hospital, Eranakulam. The securily
staff abused Modhu, He got provoked and pushed the goard. In
respronse, tle security staff took o piece of ribble and Itie on te foreitned
of Madhy severely. He blod profusely, Taw Police mest wlo reached
the spot admitted Mdity in Genteral Hospital, Eranakiclam. There
were 6 stitches on s forckead. Madhutold the Police. doctors amil

mprses thiel he was HIV posifioe. He s subsequesttly quarantined ™
(From Anusooyie Kitala)



"It was late o the epomine wlien Kooky
(male sex porker) was relurming to las
vt after @ day of sdiopping vs he had
fo go o fus home town for @ festionl if
Dadhesa by the train of 271 ‘-l*"h sy y
2006. He wwaited af it lins sfo a"mru wiere
Ite comes often for work - which neans lo
et costumers. That day Jre had no
Wt beribions of work s fie avis tog bired from
s day schedule, As he wis waiting tao
plice ment came and caught him and
took fien o thae police choniski

Here Hrey starled Tyitting fiimm witfioul
fellineg or saying anything ol Later
fiwy asked liim to take oul a cell pione,
a gold clham and rupees 30000/- which
Hn y siaid he has stolen from the spot
wilere I unts arrvsted. Wien Rocky said
e has no tdea wha! they jere .!.Jﬂ.ur-.,.
alhont, the police said, "t ko Yo
e done wobhing bud we can qlivays
aricsl vou Dy padling false alle -.,.;Hu‘rrrr
so it il be better for you fo-coll up all of
vour frivnds teho are indo same frade.

They Kl harassig Bocky ad fonr police
men book larns and raped hin all night.
He was released durly morting of 2010
Seprterer NN af T30 @ tofthond iy
repord or cliarges filed against ltim in

chowoki,  He was foreed to gooe Hiem a
tribten statenrent on o blank paper Hut
he is @ homosexual vty and  Me needs 2
chanee fo improve himself and will be
meser foveneed again doing lrontosex, ™
(Frotm Milr New Dethi)

rL-‘-"l"lf_'l- e e SO BARelr Syl By imanEReC GO T P Rec Iieenemtye
s Surve S hide Pietr sena and corder prienfates



The abvove incideniees show Ut seaal egpressaion
is & form of viclenoe tiat is sdopted by malis on
the teminised. Even when theagent of insligation
i & Hilra gunit, a transgendened person hiensell,
hie sdopes this torm ol violence s this nanatates
b patrianchist nolons of the station of men aul
women and therelone also further disempowers
the violatisd Thise case studies divumented by
the dilterent groups are menely Indicative of the
ditferent kinds of vidlenoe that the Kothis face
fovem state ps well ps ety The violimaor is laced
Hierally en 2 day to day hasls can be griuesomiv,
raumatic 2nd in cases alao been fatal VWhat may
s s unthinkable, non-hcceptable within the
mainstream heterosecst order s a meality by way
of the tamily, law, peers and even mendia. Thie
abuse at the hands of the police includes rape
{olten gang repe) extortion. blackmail, beatings,
extra-judicial killing. imprisonment (oflim on
Falne chvarge), harassment in public cruising 2ness
are common. The judiclary has in many
istanoes been milensitive And caliveally nol
aidvpt at understanding the gravity of this. so
s seldom proceed 10 conviction.

The source ol the vielence & manifold. It is
etieminacy and not the factual knowledge of
miahe- te-mathie sexinl behavior that b a precusor
to sbuse Becouse such femninibed males do nol
v wp o the expectod nomantive stancards ol
masuling behaviog, this leads to the notion tiat
thode whi ane lanimival  can be explidled and
abusesd. (hat befog feminiied somwhow weakens
thit perrson, A notion tat i ol nlemaliced by
kKothis themselves'  The outright prejudice
agalngl the community, thelr presumed

Exthir e often e prerany camn e o o sl A dhe Srmiy

“deviant”™ sexuality and a gender [dentity that
trandgresses the male female atégorics beooines
eviden! in such inadenis. What may appear o
be a treak incldent actually carries with ita miich
lazger vultinml, social il political <pnificance

In the Fromiine spudy By NFL in terms of
harassmend, ahuse and violmaos

42% of respomudents reported that they had been
srvually assmultvd or raped.



A mpblle mrong gemgr g pritlies e mad g

e gty

Gl of these reporied stvaial sssmall oF rape by
o,

75% of responilents who neported boing sexunlly
assaulted or caped by vither policeman o

pootidas, stated that they thought this ocourmed
bercgiiie [y wene efterminaie

T of respondints reposted facing, harsssmen)
irotn police, ranging from extortion. blackmall,
héatings. restrictions  to movement, and
dlisciosanne of asaial practiced o goondss and thisr
tamily members

A dinouisdedd elurwhienn i the ddoumend, shami
i otten dealt with by ‘nemaining honor, wihich
can be muanbtedted noact lke hinoe killing” or
severe violence against the one that brings
dishonor, Kothis and Hifras satisty ail the aultura
rersenn of shaming the tamlly. The culture
theretons opens thimn to abuse and violence and
wanciions e sarmne

In other words, social justioe and Duman Sg s
twwes tpr MEM are a complex matrie of concems
ancl needs thar neflect pessonal psycho - sexual
histories, sodonotnics. gendered roles, socio
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cullural belivtsand nooms, o well as legal polices
and soclal policing that ereste 4 oonlext tor MSM

pasticularly for leminised males - of low self
esteem. duempowenment, mnd marginalisation
that fead o mirther abuse. wiolence and social
exclusion, In 2 vidous cycle. The stlpmatissbion
and social exelusion [urther disempowees
feminised males eduentionally and ecomoemically,

wereaning their poverly, whith oftin foroes them
by sex work

Often it is effeminacy and not the factual
knowledge of male-to-male sexual bohayiour
that {& 2 precucior lo abuse Because such
fettniisd msles do mot Hyve up o the expectiad
normative standards of masculine behavicur, this

KothifHijra ldentity and violencoabudsa: the Soclal Sanctions:
® Thoe male child s vory impostant ina patnarchist sociery.
® A male child who does not perform the duties of mardage and procreation s Jotked

dewn upon,

® Amale child thal diss not 'protect his massoulindty” and e pemetratad s a shame o

the tamily/ilan

® The shame s amplifhed A the male child b vislbly unmanly.



Jiesd sty the notion that thooe who are feminised
can b ovplaitad and abisiad. Reslshende sgains
this violence & olten nenoexistonl, as Kaothis
having internalised these notions, also aooept
violenod & nosmalivie

The understanding that snyone feminised s
available tor sec b6 often manilisied na domand
for sex by the police or by poondas. In school
anel etheer avhicational Inutitutlons this loads to
sirqiinl asault of arpebed sixcual harassinent irom
peers anid senbors: Teachers ofton ase also agents
of vielimoe. With the polioe. thls dumancl 4s Biben

provesloted a5 4 demnend o sex b Diew of exiiortlon
money at enising areas. This is espocially toue
with the police attitude towards male sex
Witk

Otten collusion bawwen local goondas in public
areas and beal constable impede MSM trom
tiling complaints or seeking jistice. Apptoaching,
a prodicw pest o station offen ayposes the MSM
o the sk of sexaal abum. Goondas are oflen
acting vicadously for the police and sharing theis
Intake’ with them

.
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Feeponiptbassdd rouabiss cftem s e Lo L e ecomoende amd

edicational Gnmguences ol Ehacis fermindnidy
Often advancement in, education and’ by
exbeniifon soonomibo standing is fmpeded due o
hasaismint pond diserdmipation. Bdudatlons
institutions oiten tamget leminised males with
harassment and violence, including sexual
vidlvnoe, which impeded theie educriion, and
thoreby reutricting employment oppartunities
More than Halt of the nspondents in the NF]
stucly stated that jellow students or teachers had
harsssed thern (n school oF collsge because they
wene effeminale They revesl that often they
haveé ol béen' able to carey on with thelt
edlucation due w this harassmeny, and this has

lmpacted on thelr employabiliny at = loter date
Interesting:ly. thoue thal readiid a highet stage
of their education reporied a greater degnee of
harassment than &t lower levels This s beosise,
at hipher education levels. thide muniteutation of
lemininity is more pronounced, amd they
thenons sudfier more abuse froen othiess

The economile impect of this lack of eclucabion s
employabilitv. Many kothis end up in sex work
s mwans of livelihood, Sex work can be full
e sex wietk, o part thime sex work, Sexo wiork
(sl ofiny eracdls b abisive and viddent slvpetions,
wilth cthents, ployps. goondas, and police. Mo
impontantly in the context of HIV, wx work was



olten conductad in o space that is controlled by
cither the client or a pimyp, and the interviewes
had very Litthe negotiating power within this
space, especially (or safer sex options
Negiotiation power, 1o whateyer extent 8 exists,
usmally only extended to the ditermanation ol
the economic cost for the sex, not to safer
X options

Maony kothis tace discrimination within the
tamnily basad on their femininity and this is often
translated into long lerm and deep sealed
psychologicel problems, ke low sell esbeem,
depression, and suicidal pmdencies. Many Kothis
report saaal abuse within their family often from
powerful male memben, odten undes andfor
elder cousins. The family when il becomes aware
of such abuse {which was rare), wsunlly neacted
with a sense of shame. and attempted W cover
ik the incident, rather than 1o protect the abased

and :Fuutth'L 1T perpetmior

It 1= important 1o note that in clannish soceties,
olben the socicty 25 a whole acts "Vicanously' (o)

St

B

-
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the (amilvfelan to repain lost honot This often
moans that the socety in gineral and nol just
the tamidly/dan target Kothis and Hijras with
pbude and viclence, and such targeted Vol
[ :'JP-Il.1I1 IJ!'I.‘I;!I.'!'lH.'L:lhill.i -!-I'II' F‘LIIiI'I" and thes
comstabulary, often adopt the mantle ol thess

Hihile ome Siymlles iy aovehbin

g and alleachomade

social kvepers of honoss, and takes on this role
of moral policing. Research shows that they
constantly wlolate the: basic human and
comstitutipmally guaranteed (undamenial sights
of same sex attracted  pemons, mestly the most
visible Kothis and Hijras. We ses examples of this
pattem across budia
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The ‘Frontline’ study by NFI shows:

of respondents reported that they had been

sexually
assaulted or raped

600/0 of these reported sexual

assault or rape by

/5%

of respondents who reported being sexually
assaulted or raped by either

policemen

or goondas, stated that they thought this occurred

700/ because they were effeminate.

of respandents reported facing harassment
from police, ranging fram €X 1OV f_'Hf}H,

blackmaill, beatings,
restrictions to movement, and disclosure of sexual
practices to goondas and their family members
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End Note

We have heard the stortes of violence; we have
lwiard the conditions in which the lives of Kothis
are: Led. But is everything just bleak? We think
oL There s bope and it is this hope that lead
s fo this end note. The Kothi stosies of stougyle
and survival have come a long way. These stones
have therselves played a crodal mole in paving
the way forward, Denial lgnorance illegality,
myths, fears, violenve, abuse, exelusion,
invisibdlity have taken centreatage in curnent
discourses on MSM issues

The violence is real. For a long time the violince
was not addressed due 1o social factors already
dhiseresind in this boode Bul that s chanping now
Kodhis are ane of the comnmwinities most al Hsk
from HIV and ATDS. A rights based approach s
absolutoly erucial in addeessing HIV amongsi
MaM in general and Kothis in particular
Ensuring equal access for all 1o health, and
trewdom fomma hite wreought with violenoe
ts perpetusted by both the society and the State,
ts erucial to meeting the challenge of HIV The
respumse o this HIV epideniie has shown us ths
the unly efiective way of dealing with the spread
ol the eprdemic is by empowerning those that ate
the st disempowened. so that they can miake
the ratonal decisions 1o change ther behaviour
to safer practices, and have the ability 1o susiain
this change



This hopefully leads o what is called an enabling
envinonment. This realisstion has encouragid an
overt effort to firl (ofm Kothi groups and
networks thar take on the work of HIV
previniion immlervennons amongst thine peers,
and secomd to address the social; legal, and
cultural Gactors that oreate a diuation ol violencoe
arotatid tham. There & an incrersing sealisation
that Sexual identities are central to our very
exisenon. our covative, cul il political and sodal
spais and importantly 1o our lendanvwnlal right
to life, libherty, dignity. and 1o tovedom ol
exproasion, HIY also for the fisst time made
resatinoes and funds avallable 1o Kothi groups
anid networks W0 arpanie

Through this organising by forming TBOs,
collectives and networks; by liadiing with other
bothl groups across the couniry: and by
aligning with other human rights and
mainstream groups like sex workers collectives,
women'’s groups, cdvil dghts groups etc. Kothia
have iodday staked out 2 claim in the national
conselousness W thds rights

The debate on the texture that this package of
riphsshould take is sl nist cometuded. The (inal
torm i takes, and when it gets coystallised s also
an open quasition: But what cannot be denied &5
that thie very existenioe of the moverment has given

thit conbidency 1o many Kothis o come out in
the public, through opon and visible programs
marches, Tilm festivals, health camps, vigils, and
protests They have therebry chalked out that/ the
kit the stiste, and society ol lrge cannol (or
long force kothis into & fghts vaoiam,

Thw strugple has had Limiled impact on thie actual
incidents of viodenoe but the positive change is
that tockay viodience 5 not et with silmoe. Kothes
loudly when occastoned  wilh
unconscionable violence. The change can be
strvttlind b thee abrand that b an occstdon tor hope.
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Annexure

Organisation

The Fratyay Gender Trost, Kollata
Mithrudu, Hyderabad
Fharcan Trost, Lockaiow
Uidaam Trust. Miombal
Sahodaran, Pondicherry

Firmm Ananooya, Kochi

Syl tham, Trichy

Sahara, Vishakapatiuiimn
Fhwmsalar, Cioa

Lakshya Trust, Baroda, Gaarst
B Trumt, Dhellad

Sarthi Trust Nagpur (INFOSEM Parimer)
D Puny Swikeiti (INFOSEM Fartmer)

The Sakdil Chat Chowghi Trast
{(INFOSEM Partoer)

Warknhop Facilitators: Vidya Shah, Aditya Boandyopadhvay, Parthiv Shah

M A
Anirelya Hara

Christoplur {pvakam

Dranish Meladi
Sliatil Manjothi

k. Ganesh
K-Rajasrer

M. lavakurnar

P Pushpa Ralu
Vishant Chod ankar
Rarlik Core
Survansh Bhardwa)
Me, Anand

Mr. Ralshres

L 5 mawani



Acronyms / Glossary of Terms

ATLS: Acquired lmmune Deticiency Symdronw

CRo: Corrmundty -based Orpanisation

CSA: Clulef senaial abuse

HIV: Human hrmuno-Dehcincy Vi

HR: Human Rights

M5 Males who have sex with malis

NFE Nz Foundation International

NGLY Nom-governmenital organdsatian

STl Sexuially transmitted fhleclions

T Transgetdertransgendered

Kalhit Pemunised maleés who have sea with other males 3] who osially. belong to
epononucally poor and educationally deprved backgrounds.

Flilra: Troiditional comumunity of transgender peesons in India often governed by their own

commmmunity rubes and regulations,
Coria/Panthe Thee noun waed by Kothos and Hijras to call/identify ther male sexaal partnemn
Mavd: Hindi/Ulidd woed for man ustally connoting a bigh masuoline deisbunor

Cioronida: Atermm having pan Indian secognition and used bo ddentifv o nogue. o bully, or soneope
who livis by adoptitgg steang anx and violent tackios

al



Project Partners

Thie Depantment for Intemational Development (OFIDN b dig prart ol the UK Governmuent that manage
Brituin's whd bo poor counitries did works 1o et pd of etrane paventy 1t s livhded by a Caldnet Mirdater, oie o
Hhe ssmior mandstees in o Covernmanl. Tids refiocts how impoctant e Covernmant. of UK sees roduting
poverty aroand the wackd. it hue twa headoguarters (in Lonuton amd Ezat Kilbide. near Glasgow) and o1 offices
overseas |1 has avier 250 stall alesunt hald ol wibiom wiark abrosd,

When DIFILY reters to mtermathonad rln-ulupﬂmﬂ it % ritermimy o dlorts, by developed ad dovelopmg oomiries
b baritgy pople sl of puverty amid so reduce how pruch e coantey relies o0 eversess sl Many dilfersi
Ihinhgs can contnbiie o development which reduces poveity. such as settling cobllicts. mtreming trarde. securing
more and beiter aid, sl maproving nealth mmd eduoetion

The UK Coveniront is inwvalved i development because moss (hin 4 billion peopile. ane 10 five ol the world's
population, lve in exteome poverte Thin means by lve on less than 65p a day. Teo million children die belore
rer HEe biritsday. most of them loom preventalile disesses. Blore than 113 millice cdldue do et go to school
Is & world of growkog wenlth, sl levels of human sufering and wasted polential are not anly morslly wrong,
MLy ol thie pooblem wieh alfect s, wanl mnid eatlfllict, intemational eritne, refilgess, the tinde icillisgal deuigs
anid The spoosd of dimeases Bke HIY and ATDS, ane coused or made worse by poverty in developing couniries.
Gaetting rid of poverty will make for s bitter world for sverybody,

CFTEY s valups define the way in whoch (0 inhends 1o fivw up o it strsiegic aim ol halving warkd poventy by he
yvar 2015 They alvo provide a rameivork for improved perlonmarnoe. These values ans

amnburtioey ansl detemanation o elimanaie poverty

rhiversity and the moed (g balanos woak ml private e

ability 5 work elfedtively with others

clesite b Jistemy, henen oo be encutive

prafessionalm and knowledge

Sowrries hipy e il oria ko ol

Maz Foundation Inlernalional s a Regatecod Not for ProBt Charity in the United Kirgdom, havieg s
reistered otfices in Lotidon, with a regional Haan officn situaterd In Lucknots, India. With a vision of a world
whire all people cun llve with digrribty, siochal |vathew sond well-bedeigs, aned o busbied i e lnate capacity of local
peoples to develop thelr own appeopriale sevil bealth servios, whede the imefickoies ol p sdndioe ane 2o e
provnicers of Gt servics NPT primacdly ocwses 0 males who have sex with Males (MSM) INFT's masnicn 18 1o
enpower sockally exchodid and disndvantaged MSM 10 e for themsetves, social jaatice, equity, health and
werl oty thnsgh tvchmbeal, institnthonal s linesedal sappuent

.



Toredice the riskes of STIATY merwomsion aod mmprovie the reproductiove amd secpad Deatthoot VSR in dendomng
goumtries, NFI has worked primarily m the South Asian Regien 1o devefop Commumity Hased Seaal Health
Sevvices for MM, whee low income MEA collistives, grntigs, andd tetwaorks s empowened by proviaion of
1'F1prnprl.nm trafring, Mewling suppod, technleal sshstance, nstitutional iu.'pp-nrl, and other msoliroes 1 rih
therlr owny intervemtions for prevention of HIV and STis

NFL sirks 10 allviente on social fistiee sl aman Highis coneerni ol Jow-inrume MW, foster coopetiion,
understiondzng, and suppon belween rganisbionn deveboping tesponsies o seually tansmiited infections
(ST IV AN amd sexaal fradB rioods of WS aod those with ofber cormfmomaes, and urvdertake rotornich 10
trighlight the tssues and problems that margmalised il socally eucuded ASM face, identity solations and
priveactively proomete these findinies, as wiell ss aowlvrstisnd the conteot of masaudinitles aned secialitles, which
can leail o more elfective and sustainable sial heallh promatidn strifeiges for M5

NFI foctises on MM bnacase i beliewes that s te right thing to do oo huemenitarlan groveds, gl 1'% the right
thing o do epldemdologieally, and that t's the sight thing 1o do from & publie sl pesspective. 11 Burtbes
Belirvis that MSM whiether their seli-idenminy is ibed to il ke ses blunvior or it ave the cghi fio be fres
frorm violenion and hamsament the engh) to De treated wilhy digndiy and respeet; Eaw might o be trented as fal)
difizers in thar courtley e cight to by Jkee lrom

FINVIAITYS: azul MSM who ave indected with HIY have thie el to seoess appaoproiaie cone aod toostmend edudly
wilts everyone elie, regardiess of how e virns was frasmitied o them,

Centre fir Media and Allermative Communlcabion (CMAQ is o not-for-probil arganisation based in
Wiow Dl thal uses media and el 10 envale comemunicativn chm paigns aoed educidion ratericds ot s range of
suaal issues including culture, muman aghis aod pulilie healih. The key obiective of the erganisaiion m
concepiualidig atvd lmphementiog specally desigmed cumpatgm, meunied o esodlmi tidnoldgioal shdlls

T works with viswal and andio commurdabion employving trsditanad msdia and convenbonal adveriising
Techrdguis Wwards creating awareness. To reach divese consiituencies CHMAC uies public medls sochas print,
weks, andl felivison, The aganbution alhe uies ot traditional commubeation methinds sach s street pays,
wotigs, pappets, story telling, postees, Ieallets, and wall graphics 1o nesch grotgn that cannot e reached by
maodern methods 6f commeebeation, S of e oy projects undertoen by CVEAC inclodo e FTan Tahg,
an aptbiovispal projest on cormmunal haumaonry, relasiad by Saoy musie and sppported by Channed ¥ and the
OOFENES St ki Carmpshien, Tve Can® end viplemne ageindt wioiiesy,
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